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Their standards of life were simple, as
compared with countries of colder climate ;
the wages were low, but the necessities
of life were cheap and could be had
without much trouble. Some idea of the
standard of wages and the prices that
prevailed in the time of Akbar, in the
second half of the eighteenth century,
can be had from the details left in the
Ain-i-Akbari, which have been quoted at
some length by Mr. Vincent Smith in his
Life of Akbar, published by the Oxford
University Press.

Moreover, the gulf between wealth, com-
petence and poverty was not as wide as
now. The economic life of the world has
since then undergone a revolution. The
invention of the power engine and the intro-
duction of machinery has completely changed
the economic conditions of the world. The
standard of life has been raised considerably,
and with it wages as well as prices. Countries
that availed themselves of the steam power
and the machine have amassed untold
wealth at the cost of others who, either
by ignorance or for lack of freedom, could
not use machinery.

Before the advent of machines for the
production of commodities, mankind lived